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2005 Heinlein Awards To Be 
Given to Niven and Pournelle

In Seattle at NASFiC

Larry and Jerry peeping out from behind a huge Mote in Godõs Eye 
cutout during a promotional tour for the novel.

Colorado Springs, CO, 
on a day in June 1973

There arrived in Robert 
Heinleinõs mailbox a pack-
age containing a massive 
manuscript. Robert received 
such things with òmonoto-
nous regularityó; and if he 
didnõt recognize the name as 
someone he knew, liked and 
trusted, he sent them back 

unopened; he usually didnõt 
even acknowledge receipt 
of those not yet published, 
hadnõt read one received in 
six months before this one 
came in, and hadnõt com-
mented favorably on publica-
tion for one in 4 or 5 years. 
But this one was from Jerry 
Pournelle and Larry Niven. 

Contõd on Page Three
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The Secretary-Treasurerõs 
Table and Reports

Greetings and saluta-
tions from the Secretaryõs 
cubicle.   

First, the good news: 
Pam Somers has proved 

to be an excellent member-
ship services committee 
chair!

Please read her article of 
what she has planned. I per-
sonally thank Pam for com-
ing on board and taking on 
this very important position. 

Next, we are up to 538 
registered members--more 
than a tenfold increase since 
2001, our charter year. 

We have a library commit-
tee chair! This is me dancing 
in glee, while I take that hat 
oׅ and store it carefully in 
the box atop my closet, hop-
ing I will never take it down 
again--except for some 
other use. I know Lindalee 
Stuckey will be the same sort 
of take charge and do it per-
son Pam Somers has proved 
to be with Membership Ser-
vices.

Ms. Lindalee Stuckey who 
is an educator, both a teach-
er and a librarian, a member 

of the board of directors for 
the Golden Duck Awards for 
excellence in childrenõs sci-
ence ׆ction literature, and 
a member of Reading for 
the Future, the group de-
veloped to promote the use 
of science ׆ction literature 
in classrooms and libraries 
by Messrs. Brin, Bear, and 
Benford. Ms. Stuckeyõs ar-
ticle appears in this newslet-
ter and we will be sending 
out a call for all volunteers 
who have come forward very 
generously in the past and 
any new members who have 
expressed an interest in this 
committee. Congratulations 
Lindalee, I am at your dis-
posal.

I encourage everyone  
to be sure to attend the 
Heinlein Awards Banquet 
that we are co-hosting with 
Cascadia Con on Labor Day 
Weekend in Seattle if you 
are able. I plan to be there 
to make sure that this is an 
even bigger success than 
past Awards Banquets. We 
have some great plans relat-
ing to a special program and 
if all goes well it will be an-
other one you will not want 
to miss.

If you wish to volunteer 
or discuss anything, please  
E-mail me at secretary@hei
nleinsociety.org, please; and 
weõll talk. We truly need help 
to meet our dreams and en-
deavors that we have set to 
Pay it Forward.

Dues: Need I say more?
Bad news? There is no 

bad news.
Jane Silver, Director and
Secretary-Treasurer

The Heinlein Society
Notice of Annual General Meeting

And Voting Procedures
 

Board of Directors
Virginia Heinlein (1916-2003)
Charles N. Brown
Bill Patterson
Yoji Kondo
Alan Milner
Joe Haldeman
Jane Silver, Secretary-Treasurer
David M. Silver, President and Chairman
P.O. Box 1254
Venice, California 90294-1254

Dear Members of The Society:
Our by-laws, adopted by the Board of Directors in 

2002, as amended, require that the board conduct an 
annual general membership meeting each year during the 
time and at the place of the annual World Science-Fiction 
convention, when held in North America, and when not at 
a place in North America it shall determine.

This the written notice of that meeting as required 
in our by-laws to each member entitled or likely to be 
entitled to vote at the meeting. You will be entitled to vote 
only if you are registered as a regular member and only if 
your dues are fully paid up and through the current year 
of 2005 at the time of the meeting. An opportunity to 
make dues current will be aׅorded members prior to and 
at the beginning of the meeting. Supporting members are 
not entitled to vote, but, subject to ruling of the chair, may 
address the meeting.

This yearõs meeting will be our Societyõs fourth annual 
general meeting. It will be held at Seattle, Washington, on 
Monday, September 5, 2005, at 1:00 PM, PDT, in a room 
as yet to be assigned by Cascadia Con programming, at 
the Seattle Airport Hilton Convention Center and Hotel, 
17620 Paci׆c Highway South Seattle, Washington 98188 
or at the Airport Radisson Hotel, 17001 Paci׆c Highway 
South, Seattle Washington 98188. Cascadia Con has 
not yet published its programming schedule with room 
numbers. You need not be a purchaser of Cascadia Con 
membership to attend the meeting. Both hotels are public 
venues, open to non-Cascadia Con members. Visitors who 
are not members of the Society are encouraged to attend, 
subject to ruling of the Chair.

The regular order of business speci׆ed in the by-laws 
to be observed is that customary for non-pro׆t member-
ship charitable corporations and will include, this year, 
election of two of the seven directors of The Society for 
the two senior non-exempt positions on the Board for a 
term of three years, as speci׆ed in the by-laws.

The two senior incumbents by length of service in their 
current term are William F. Patterson and Alan Milner. 
Either, or both, or neither, may stand for reelection, as he 
each may announce at or before the time of the meeting. 
Mr. Patterson has served as an original director of this 
Society since its formation and pre-incorporation ׆lings, 
in August 2000, and was reelected to a three-year term 
in 2002. Mr. Milner was elected to a three-year term in 
2002. Other nominations may be made and accepted at 
the meeting.

Further business consistent with the by-laws will occur 
at the meeting.

You may vote at the meeting in person, or by an 
assigned written proxy, if you are eligible to vote at 
the time of the meeting. All proxies must be written, 
signed, and notarized, or accompanied by a clear and 
legible photocopy of a government-issued photo 
identi׆cation containing a signature for comparison 
purposes, to be valid.

Further, they must designate in writing the person 
to exercise the proxy; and they must be received by 
the Secretary of the Society by postal mail or in person 
at or before the time of the meeting. If you mail your 
proxy to the Societyõs postal address in Venice, Califor-
nia, please note that an oאcer of the Society will ׆nally 
check that post oאce box address on the afternoon 
of Tuesday, August 30, 2005, before he departs to 
Seattle;, and it is solely your responsibility to ensure 
it arrives before his departure. You may designate any 
natural person to attend the meeting and vote your 
proxy. Further, the by-laws specify that failure of a 
non-attending member to designate a proxy shall 
constitute designation of the president as the holder of 
the proxy of the member not in attendance.

We all hope as many of the Societyõs members as pos-
sible do attend the meeting.

FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

/s/Jane Silver
Jane Silver
Secretary-Treasurer and Director
June 19, 2005

Jane Silver at Noreascon Dinner
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So he opened it and started 
reading. Three days later he 
sat down and started typ-
ing a letter of advice to them 
which became, ׆rst, twenty-
seven pages long; and then, 
after revisions were made 
and returned, grew into a 
second letter and a 
third letter totalling 33 
more pages--60 pages 
in all. 

The published novel 
that resulted became a 
best seller, The Mote 
in Godõs Eye (1974), 
òpossibly,ó Robert 
Heinlein said, òthe ׆n-
est science ׆ction I 
have ever read.ó 

It was Niven and 
Pournelleõs ׆rst col-
laboration; and, as they 
say, the rest was his-
tory. 

This yearõs Annual 
Heinlein Awards will be pre-
sented live to both Mr. Niven 
and Dr. Pournelle for their 
lifetime achievements in hard 
science ׆ction or technical 
writings inspiring the human 
exploration of space.

The Awards will be pre-
sented, in cooperation with 
Cascadia Con at the Societyõs 
annual banquet to be held on 
Sunday night at this yearõs 
8th North America Science 
Fiction Convention (NASFiC), 
on September 4, in Seattle, 
Washington.

Seattle is a beautiful 
place in early September; 
the weather is usually quite 
balmy and warm, not hot; 

ing on something special, 
but havenõt nailed it down 
enough to announce, yet. 

We have substantially re-
duced banquet dinner prices 
to $45 each, no host bar, 
which means food is provid-
ed at cost, with the Society 
or Cascadia Con bearing all 
additional expenses associ-
ated with the banquet; and, 
although the dinner is black 

tie optional for the 
head table and honored 
guests, attire is relaxed 
for the balance of at-
tendees to open the 
festivities to general 
members of the con-
vention. Children and 
your own guests are 
welcome so long as you 
have tickets.

The Seiun and Gold-
en Duck Awards will 
also be presented.

Altogether, attend-
ing NASFiC this year is 
a substantial value we 
highly recommend. 

Reservations for the 
banquet may be found 
on our website at http:// 
www.heinleinsociety.org/
awarddinner.html and pur-
chase of convention mem-
berships are on Cascadia 
Conõs website at https:
//www.cascadiacon.org/
cgi-bin/ecommerce/
ac/agora.cgi?cart_
id=3345990.15593_sR2Pk4&
product=Membership

And weõll schedule our 
own annual Society meeting 
during the convention, likely 
on Monday, September 5, the 
day after the annual banquet. 

PLEASE RESERVE YOUR 
TICKETS NOW!

2005 Annual Heinlein 
Awards To Niven and 
Pournelle

Contõd from Page One

Heinlein Award Medallion
Rendition property and courtesy 

of artist Arlin Robins

Puget Sound keeps it tem-
perate; and thereõs much to 
see including Paul Allenõs 
new Science Fiction Museum 
and Hall of Fame, downtown 
Seattle, with its famous Pike 
Place Market and Under-
ground, the Space Needle 
and monorail downtown, 
Childrenõs Museum, the Se-
attle Art Museum and Paci׆c 

Science Center, to name only 
a few. 

Another attractive aspect 
in having our Societyõs Fifth 
Annual Memorial Robert A. 
Heinlein Banquet, where the 
Awards will be presented, as 
part of the conventionõs of-
-cial program is it leaves an׆
other evening free for a less 
formal engagement, perhaps 
a private dinner in relaxed 
circumstances for members 
of The Heinlein Society in 
a suitable, nice place, with 
perhaps a specially-honored 
guest--yes, weõre work-
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I was born in Manitowoc, 
and grew up in tiny nearby  
Mishicot, Wisconsin, popula-
tion 1400, attending Mishi-
cot elementary and high 
schools; the district is over 
110 square miles, south-
east of Green Bay. I showed 
an early interest in read-
ing, starting at age two, and 
was a ׆rst grader at age 
 ve because the only third׆
grade teacher in the district 
found I was already reading 
books. By third grade I had 
read every book in the tiny 
classroom library and began 
to haunt the nearest public 
library. I quickly persuaded 
the childrenõs librarian to al-
low me òupstairsó privileges.

In fourth grade, on a day I 
was done with class work, I 
was allowed to be the class 

reporter listening to John 
Glennõs radio reports. That 
year I discovered Eleanor 
Cameronõs Mushroom planet 
books and then Heinleinõs 
Have Space Suit--Will 
Travel. Even though I had all 
the autographed pictures of 
all the current astronauts, I 
was devastated to hear from 
an eighth grade teacher that 
women would never be al-
lowed to be astronauts. 

Taking inspiration from 
Heinlein, I read many sci-
ence ׆ction books. This was 
a great help on later SAT 
vocabulary scores. I became 
the librarian for my high 
school as a freshman be-
cause the library clerk said, 
òYou are smart, so you can 
do the reference work.ó It led 
to me becoming a profes-
sional librarian and teacher. 

However throughout high 

school and later in college, 
I discovered a great amount 
of prejudice by librarians and 
teachers about science ׆c-
tion. This always bothered 
me. I met my second hus-
band in 1983, and he took 
me to the World Fantasy 
Convention. I discovered a 
lot of people who enjoyed 
reading SF and fantasy as 
much as I did. Eventually I 
joined other fans working at 
SF conventions and helped 
to start DucKon and the 
Golden Duck Award for Ex-
cellence in Childrenõs SF.

[Editorõs Note: The Golden 
Duck Awards inaugurated in 1992 
consist of three cash prizes annu-
ally for excellence in childrenõs SF 
literature for picture books, books 
for middle grades (the Eleanor 
Cameron Award), and books for 
young adults (the Hal Clement 
Award), with occasional special 
awards; and they are funded by 
a charitable corporation that also 
sponsors a regional Science Fic-
tion convention every spring, 
called òDucKonó in DuPage County, 
Illinois, the western suburbs of 
Chicago. Ms. Stuckey is a director 
of the Golden Duck Awards. See, 
http://www.goldenduck.org/

The Golden Duck Awards, this 
year, will be presented at Cascadia 
Con, during our annual Robert A. 
Heinlein Memorial Award Banquet 
on Sunday evening, September 4, 
at the Seattle Airport Hilton Con-
vention Center.] 

In my ׆rst Newsletter col-
umn as Library Committee 
Chair let me pose a problem 
that we can use your help to 
solve.

THE òACCELERATED 
READERó MENACE

Let me explain. Education 
has periods of innovation 
that gradually swing here 
and there. Teaching reading 
has gone through such a 

Lindalee Irene Stuckey Appointed Library Committee Chair

Heinlein Society Library 
Committee Report 
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swing. The whole language 
concept of reading library 
books has taken over from 
the textbooks you may 
recall from your schooling 
that contained snippets 
extracted from novels and 
plays and short stories. 
Teachers have to deal 
with this. In recent years, 
another swing has taken 
place from library ׇoating 
collections to Accelerated 
Reader-controlled school 
libraries and reading. òARó 
is a program developed by 
a corporation, Renaissance 
Learning, Inc., called 
òRenLearn,ó  which has 
contracts nationally with 
more than 55,000 schools; 
and, whether they approve or 
not, teachers and librarians 
have to deal with it.

Let me explain the process. 
A student is tested on his 
reading ability. The student 
then goes to the library 
to ׆nd a book close to his 
score. He is only allowed 
to read books that have 
Accelerated Reading tests 
during the school day and 
must read an AR book for 
30 minutes each night. 
He writes a summary and 
de׆nes one vocabulary word 
for each reading session, 
which means two summaries 
and two vocabulary words 
each day. His teacher sets 
for him a reading goal of 
points which he earns by 
taking AR tests. Books are 
assigned points when they 
are given AR tests based on 
the number of words and the 
reading level of the book. 
Students are to read 40% 
non׆ction and 60% ׆ction. 

Now that doesnõt seem very 
restrictive until you realize 
the other problems. Many 
school libraries are only 
purchasing books that have 
already prepared accelerated 
reader quizzes. There are 
not as many SF books with 
quizzes as other genre. 
This means students who 
want to read SF books are 
many times told they have 
to put them down and ׆nd 
something on the AR list. 
I have many students who 
come to me with books that 
they want to read and ask 
me to write a test for them. 
Each school can write only 
500 of their own tests.  

Some school libraries may 
not accept donated books, 
and some are removing 
books that do not circulate, 
because they do not have AR 
quizzes. 

It is essential that we 
 nd a way to get good SF׆
books into schools with AR-
approved quizzes so that 
future fans, engineers, and 
scientists have the reading 
material that inspire many 
of them to read and to deal 
with life.

So my question to each of 
you, to the Heinlein Society 
is this: what can we do to 
overcome this problem that 
teachers at 55,000 schools 
have to deal with? 

ACTION PLAN
We can get AR quizzes 

prepared for suitable books 
and stories; a group of 
teachers exist who share 
teacher-written accelerated 
reader tests; we can 
submit them to RenLearn 
for approval and listing of 

SF stories, including the 
Heinlein juveniles, among 
those oאcial AR tests they 
sell school libraries; and, in 
this way, we can disseminate 
them to teachers to permit 
them to be read.

We need to purchase and 
send two copies for each 
story we prepare tests that 
we send to RenLearn to 
approve. For the Heinlein 
juveniles, that is only $260. 

Once we have the tests 
oאcially approved, we 
can make tests and books 
available to needy schools 
that canõt aׅord to purchase 
these tests or books. 

There are 500 or so of you 
out there. If you each donate 
$25, with matching money 
from the Heinlein Trust, 
doubling funds, we can 
provide nearly 100 schools 
this year with a full set of 
Heinlein juveniles with their 
oאcial AR tests. 

If you have children or 
grandchildren who you want 
to read quality books that 
you probably read when 
you were a kid yourself, 
go get your credit card or 
checkbook, now. Use http:
//www.heinleinsociety.org/
fundraising.html for your 
credit card, or mail your 
check to: The Heinlein 
Society, PO Box 1254, 
Venice, CA 90294-1254. 
Mark the check òLibrary 
Fund.ó 

Thank you from my fellow 
teachers and librarians, and  
from Robert Heinlein.

Lindalee Stuckey
Library Committee Chair

LibrariesChair@heinleinsociety.org
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Thus far, 2005 has been 
something of a mixed bag as 
far as blood drives are con-
cerned.

The year started oׅ nicely 
with Arisia in Boston, which 
runs January 21-23. John 
Hodges once again did a 
great job organizing the 
drive there. He also had a lot 
of help from Natalie Seals 
and her ònaughty nursesó, 
who recruited a lot of do-
nors and made a big show of 
presenting each donor with 
their blood drive pin. Ac-
cording to John they were a 
joy to behold and did a won-
derful job. In all there were 
51 donors presenting and 48 
units of blood were collect-
ed. Weõre already scheduled 
for next year and looking 
forward to more great things 
there.

Unfortunately, the drive 
at Chattacon in Chattanoo-
ga, Tennessee for the same 
weekend was cancelled the 
day before it was scheduled, 
apparently due to mechani-
cal problems with the blood-
mobile. We will try again 
for next year. My thanks to 

David Wright for all his hard 
work there.

We organized two blood 
drives over Easter weekend 
(March 25-27) as well. The 
 rst was at ConDor in San׆
Diego. Some of you may re-
call that the San Diego Blood 
Bank was forced to drop our 
drive there last year due to 
budget cuts, but they came 
through for us this year. The 
turnout was unfortunately 
somewhat smaller than we 
had hoped for, with 13 at-
tendees attempting to do-
nate and no deferrals, so 
13 units collected. This is a 
fairly small convention with 
only about 300 attendees, 
so the percentage was bet-
ter than most larger cons; 
but I think we can do better. 
Hopefully the blood bank will 
give us a chance to try again 
next year. Thanks to Mike 
Mahoney and Dan Brans-
trom for working this one. 
Mike is also pursuing a blood 
drive for Conzilla, the 2006 
Westercon, which will be in 
San Diego.

Also on Easter weekend 
we had our ׆rst blood drive 
at Minicon in Minneapolis. 
We had 24 people attempt 
to donate, an amazing 23 of 
them ׆rst time donors. 20 
units of blood were collect-
ed. Although this was a little 
short of the goal of 35 that 
the blood center had, they 
were still satis׆ed enough to 
put us on the books for next 
year. Thanks to Geo and Deb 
Rule for running that drive.

After that came the Star 
Wars Celebration III in In-
dianapolis, April 21-24. The 
same folks who do Gen Con 

ran this convention, and they 
were very enthusiastic and 
helpful. A new THS member, 
Charles Coאn, was able to 
put me in contact with his 
sister-in-law, Teresa Fields, 
a registered nurse, who ran 
things onsite. The results, 
however, were quite disap-
pointing. With an attendance 
of about 30,000 we only got 
12 donors and 9 units col-
lected. Perhaps this is just 
the wrong crowd for a blood 
drive. If they have a Celebra-
tion IV, I donõt think weõll 
bother.

We had another disap-
pointment with Leprecon in 
Scottsdale, Arizona (May 6-
8). This was going to be our 
second year there, but the 
United Blood Services repre-
sentative that we were work-
ing with left and did not pass 
on the information to her 
successors that we were try-
ing to set up a drive there, so 
it never got on the books. By 
the time we found out it was 
too late to correct the situ-
ation, as they were already 
booked up for the weekend. 
Beth Murphy, a very helpful 
person from UBS, will help us 
get things arranged for next 
year.

Memorial weekend 
was yet another two-drive 
weekend. First we had our 
third annual blood drive 
at Balticon, on which Pam 
Somers took the lead, with 
help from her husband Bob 
and J.J. Brannon, as well as 
David Silver, our current THS 
president. Balticon has been 
very supportive of our drives 
and we appreciate their en-
thusiasm for paying it for-

Heinlein Society Blood 
Drives Committee Report 

Michael Sheאeld on video
 at dinner at Torcon III
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ward. There were 45 donors 
presenting, 12 of them ׆rst 
timers, and 32 units of blood 
were collected. Some won-
derful prizes were raבed 
oׅ to the donors, includ-
ing a very nice CD donated 
by the Filk Guest of Honor, 
Justin Kare, a three-volume 
series of books autographed 
by author EE Knight, and 
a beautiful dinosaur litho 
autographed by artist Bob 
Eggleton. Pam is also looking 
into possible blood drives at 
some other cons in the area.

Our other drive for that 
weekend was at Kublacon, a 

gaming convention in Bur-
lingame, California. It was 
diאcult to get staאng for 
that con, with most of the 
THS members in the area 
already having plans to at-
tend Baycon that weekend, 
so I decided to work that one 
myself. The convention was 
a lot of fun and the organiz-
ers were great to work with. 
The Stanford Blood Center 
came with their bloodmo-
bile on Sunday of the con 
and we had 17 donors who 
went through the screen-
ing process (several others 
who wanted to donate either 

were not feeling well or had 
no picture ID, so they didnõt 
make it that far). There were 
4 deferrals, and 13 units of 
blood donated. The Stanford 
representative was satis׆ed 
with the results for a ׆rst 
time drive given that it was 
on a holiday weekend, and 
we should be doing it again 
next year.

Next up is Due North, the 
2005 Westercon in Calgary, 
Alberta. We are going to try 
something a little diׅerent 
there. Canadian Blood Ser-

Left to right: Pamela Somers, Bob Preisinger and J.J. Brannon, blood drive volunteers extraordinary, relax, 
ready for donors to sign up at Balticon on Memorial Day weekend. All three also put long stints in at the fan 
table.

Contõd on Page Eight
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vices in Calgary is not set 
up to do remote drives, so 
they have oׅered to send a 
van around to ferry people 
to their donor center, which 
is about 5 minutes from the 
convention. The upside of 
this is that we can have the 
drive over 2 days of the con 
for 7 or 8 hours of the day, 
where a drive on site would 
only last 1 day for 5 or 6. 
I have a couple of people 
(Hugh Gregory and Lynda 
Williams) who have volun-
teered to help out here when 
they can, but both have pro-
fessional obligations at the 
con and will only be available 
on a limited basis. I need 
to hear from anyone who is 
planning to attend, or might 
be able to, that can help sta  ׅ
a table and take sign ups.

We will have a bigger 
presence at Comic-Con 
International in San Diego 
this year (July 14-17). If you 
havenõt heard, they have the 
longest standing blood drive 
of any convention. This will 
be their 29th annual Robert 
A. Heinlein Memorial Blood 
Drive. We have been giv-
ing them pins for the blood 
donors for a couple of years 
now, and this year, in ad-
dition, we will have a table 
at the convention to pro-
mote blood donation and 
paying it forward with The 
Heinlein Society. We will also 
be sponsoring a cash prize 
in the masquerade for the 
best re-creation of a Heinlein 
character. The masquerade 
is the most attended event at 

the convention, with a typi-
cal attendance of 4,000 or 
more. The convention itself 
had over 87,000 attendees 
last year.

We are also scheduled 
for our ׆rst ever blood drive 
at Demicon in Des Moines, 
July 29-31. We werenõt 
able to get the blood drive 
scheduled there last year 
as the Iowa Blood Center 
was already booked up for 
the weekend and Iõm look-
ing forward to working with 
them.

I had hoped to have a 
blood drive at Interaction in 
Glasgow, Scotland the ׆rst 
weekend in August, continu-
ing a ׆ve-year tradition of 
THS sponsored Worldcon 
blood drives. Unfortunately, 
the National Blood Service 
will not be able to accom-
modate this. The rules for 
donating blood in the UK do 
not allow anyone to donate 
unless they have been in the 
country for a least 28 days, 
so most of the attendees 
would be ineligible. They 
have oׅered to provide us 
with information pamphlets, 
and the convention is still 
willing to provide us a table 
if we have people to staׅ it. 
I would like to hear from any 
members who will be attend-
ing Interaction about their 
availability to help out there.

On the third weekend 
in August we will have our 
second annual blood drive 
at Gen Con in Indianapolis. 
Last yearõs drive was very 
successful, with 63 donors 

presenting and 51 units of 
blood collected. Weõre look-
ing forward to doing even 
better this year.

On Labor Day weekend 
we will have a blood drive at 
the Cascadia Con, the North 
American Science Fiction in 
Seattle. We are also planning 
for our third annual blood 
drive at Dragon*Con in At-
lanta. Last year the blood 
drive there went all 4 days 
of the convention and col-
lected 162 units of blood. We 
expect similar results for this 
year.

In November, on the 
weekend before Thanksgiv-
ing, we will have our second 
annual blood drive at Gen 
Con in Anaheim, California. 
And, of course, Iõm still con-
tacting conventions, so there 
may be more besides these.

Once again I would like to 
thank all those who volun-
teered their time and energy 
helping out. Paying it for-
ward is what weõre all about, 
and I encourage everyone to 
consider getting actively in-
volved in one or more of the 
committees of the society. I 
will be contacting members 
as the upcoming conventions 
get nearer to ask for assis-
tance. Or you can contact me 
at blooddrivechair@heinleins
ociety.org and volunteer.

Thanks, 
Mike Sheאeld, Blood 

Drives Committee Chair

Blood Drives Report, Contõd from previous page 

Give the Gift of Life--
Blood!
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Arthur Dula, literary exec-
utor and trustee of The Rob-
ert A. and Virginia Heinlein 
Prize Trust, advises us that 
it has selected newly-incor-
porated Meisha Merlin RAH, 
Inc., associated with Meisha 
Merlin Publishing, Inc., to 
publish The Virginia Edition, 
a luxury edition of forty-six 
titles spanning the career of 
Robert A. Heinlein, contain-
ing all of Heinleinõs novels, 
short stories, non-׆ction 
titles, the vast majority of 
his interviews, social com-
mentaries, speeches and 
articles, and several volumes 
of Heinleinõs letters. 

It will be sold only as a 
set. The edition is limited to 
5,000 copies, divided be-
tween a cloth bound and 
a full leather bound (gold 
gilded) edition. Printing of 
the ׆rst volume of The Vir-
ginia Edition, I Will Fear No 
Evil, will be is set for Janu-
ary 2006, followed every four 
weeks thereafter by the next 
title in the series. 

The cloth edition sells for 
$2,200.00, the leather edi-

tion $3,500.00, if paid at the 
time your order is placed.

Time payment options 
are available. See, for ad-
ditional details, http://
www.meishamerlin.com/Rob
ertHeinleinTheVirginiaEditio
n.html.

The Prize Trust has dis-
cussed with us two addi-
tional incentives for Heinlein 
Society members who desire 
to purchase the set. It has 
oׅered to discount its ׆fteen 

percent royalty on each set, 
and contribute that royalty to 
The Heinlein Society. Further 
it will oׅer to pay the ׆rst 
yearõs membership dues to 
new members who purchase 
the set. 

The publisher has em-
ployed Bill Patterson to write 
1,000 word introductions to 
each volume describing what 
Heinlein was doing while he 
wrote each volume.  

The Trust also suggests 
that The Society, using its 
own imprint, may wish to 
make MBNA aאnity credit 
cards available to its mem-
bership to ׆nance purchase 
of the Virginia Edition; and 
we are looking into that. 

We appreciated the re-
turns you sent to our survey 
in our last newsletter. 

Let us know, please, of 
your thoughts about these 
items, by e-mailing secretary
@heinleinsociety.org.

The Virginia Edition

Dinner with the Trustee: From left: Arthur M. Dula, Tim and Lester 
Collier, Alec Iorio, and David Silver enjoy dinner while discussing the 
Trustõs decisions and plans for the Virginia Edition. Mr. Dula was on his 
way to an Asia visit in early April and able to stop brieׇy, graciously in-
vited a few of us to dinner that evening and informed the Society of de-
cisions aׅecting its membershipõ ability to purchase the Virginia Edition.

Serious points? Or just òcounting the ways I love youó? To be a ׇy 
on that Marina del Rey restaurant wall might have been interesting é.
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our members are lined up to 
participate in teaching pan-
els at the Thursday, one-day 
convention within a conven-
tion, being developed for 
Cascadia Con in cooperation 
with both Reading For the 
Future and the Museum of 
Science Fiction. We will con-
tinue supporting this project. 

Now for Ms. Edmondsõ 
report:
òRobert A. Heinlein and the 
Liberal Arts and Sciencesó
Heinlein Scholars Shine at 

the National PCA/ACA 
Conference

By Lisa N. Edmonds
Wichita State University
Responding to the prom-

ise of sun, sand, and intel-
lectual exchange (listed 
roughly in order of draw-
ing power), twelve Heinlein 
scholars from across the 
nation and around the world 
converged on San Diego 
to participate in this yearõs 
National Popular Culture 
Association/American Cul-
ture Association (PCA/ACA) 
conference. In its inaugu-
ral year as an autonomous 
Area of the PCA, the Heinlein 
Studies Area boasted an 
impressive and diverse line-
up of ׆ve panels and two 
roundtables. This yearõs 
general theme was òRobert 
A. Heinlein and the Liberal 
Arts and Sciences,ó a focus 
that successfully encouraged 
panelists from a wide range 
of academic backgrounds. 
This will be a continuing em-
phasis of the Heinlein Stud-
ies area.

Our program included the 
following:

Heinlein I: Heinlein 101
This special session was 

designed for both apprecia-
tive readers and those new 
to reading Heinlein.  A vari-
ety of presenters gave short 
talks on a variety of subjects, 
including a brief biography 
provided by William Patter-
son, UC Santa Cruz Heinlein 
Scholar; an overview of 
Heinleinõs major works by 
Dave Landry of San Diego 
State University; a discus-
sion of Heinleinõs later works 
by Rachel McGrath-Kerr of 
the University of Canberra, 
Australia; a Heinlein ׆lmog-
raphy by Chris Leslie of the 
CUNY Graduate Center; and a 
review of the Future History 
timeline by Lisa Edmonds of 
Wichita State University, Area 
Chair for Heinlein Studies.
Heinlein II: Literary Theory
Chair: Christopher Leslie, 
City University of New York 
Graduate Center

òCanonicity and Con-
troversy: Heinleinõs World 
as Myth Books,ó  by William 
Patterson, UC Santa Cruz 
Heinlein Scholar

òFascist Sci-Fi?: Using 
Reader-Response to Decode/
Defuse the Conservative En-
vironment of Heinleinõs Nov-
els, ó by Christopher Leslie.

òôThe great globe itselfõ: 
Shakespearean Allusion in 
Heinleinõs Juveniles,ó by Pete 
McCluskey, Middle Tennes-
see State University.
Heinlein III: Roundtable I: 
Heinlein and the Canon
Moderator: Bill Patterson

This open roundtable, led 
by UC Santa Cruz Heinlein 
Scholar Bill Patterson, ex-
amined current concepts of 

This issue we have a 
scholastic or academic 
studies report from Lisa 
Edmonds, Area Chair for 
Heinlein Studies of the ACA/
PCA. 

A few òlittle thingsó ׆rst: 
We didnõt receive much 

of a response to my appeal 
for funds to begin long-au-
thorized writing contests 
on Heinlein-related themes 
among middle and high 
school students. We need 
your support. DONATE! Itõs 
easy, just take your credit 
card in hand and go to http:
//www.heinleinsociety.org/
fundraising.html. Youõll ׆nd 
when you get there you can 
use a regular credit card even 
if you havenõt a PayPal ac-
count. Your donation will be 
matched by the Trust.

Nor has there been much 
action to report on our CD-
rom project for Education 
panels at Cascadia Con. We 
havenõt yet received a reply 
to our request to the literary 
trustee for permission to in-
clude a Heinlein story within 
that CD-rom project and 
much depends on his per-
mission. However, several of 

Heinlein Society Education 
Committee Reports

Geo Rule at 
TorCon III in 

2003
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